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1, Nguyen ‘Binh, aka Neuyen Phuong Thao, was orl rinally fone ‘scene asad 
chief of Democratic Renublic of Vietnam (DRV) forces in South Vietnam to. ~~ 
remove him-fron North Vietnam where he had became extremely’ popular: “with | Ba: at 
the population of the maritine zone as commander of Vietnam. Quoc Dan, Deng 
forces, Contrary to DRV expectations that he would fail in his new 9. 
assilerment, Binh proved an excellent commander and. in 1948 Le Duan was. 
dispatched to the south as Conmunist Party of Indochina (POI). Political. 

Commissar with the mission of enrolling him in the party, ‘Neuyen Van. Tri, 
a long-staniing PCI member, was also sent to South Vietnam to surveil | 
Binh's activities, Still uncertain of Binh's loyalties, however, the IRV 
dispatched General Chu Van Tan, ecconren ad by a regiment of troops from 
the north, to relieve him of his post, 


2, Binh's recall to North Vietnam was the direct result of a report submitted © = ~~. 
to DRV headoverters by Le Duar, accusing him of shielding Hoang Tho, former 
commander of the 303 Regiment, in the theft of 20,000 plasters of ORV 
Security Service furds. : . 


3, Tho had. been ordered to return to the north for reindoctrination, following 
charges of insubordination, and had been given 20,000 piasters to deliver 
to the Surete of Gite Dinh, On his arrival in Gia Dinh, however, Tho used 
the money to purchase food for the troons and acquaintances he had made 
while serving in the area. After snending the entire amount, Tho sought 
refuge at Neuyen Binh's headquarters in Intersector. IX. PCI members in 
Binh's entourage revorted Tho's arrival to Le Duan, and Binh's collusion 
with Tho was then reported to the PCI Central Committee. 


Le In addition to tre theft of the money, Hoang Tho was. sia eed with, the rapa : 
of a DRV Surete agent wro had bullied an olf woman in possession of. five. 
French ecrnterfelt Ho Chi tinh plasters. 


25X1A 4, Tants arrival in South Vietnam in July 1951 BM 2°*%'4 
. This is the first ‘ndication from another source 
that Tan may actually be in the south, 
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